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in the Stale some of the amoney which from
time to time, we regret to say, has to be sent
to other parts of the world to ohtain this
product, I trust hon. members will view the
Bill in a reasonable and kindly spirit and
help to place it on the Statute book and so
give these people an opportunity of pro-
secuting the industry they are engaged upon.
"The lake aurea is practically barren -exeept
on the fringes where there might be some
feed for stoeck, but if the same area were
leased, for grazing purposes, the State wounll
not get the same rental which they arc ob-
taining from the company in question, A ve-
ference to the agreement which appears as
a schedule to the Bill will show that, Tn ad-
dition, a royalty has to be paid on the pre-
duction. T understand that there can he
no monopoly hecause there is an abundaug
supply of gvpsum in various parts of the
State. There is no reason at all why this
lease should not be granted. The inturests
of the State are well safeguarded. I have
much pleasure in moving— .
“That the &Il be now read a second

time."’

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hor, W, Kingsmill in the Chair; Hon. V.
Hamersley™ in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.
Schedule:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Provision is made
in the schedule for the payment of a rental
of £10 per annum with a royalty of 1s, per
ton on all plaster of Paris or mapure manu-
factnred. I think that provigion should be
made for an increase of the royalty. I o
not know how that appeals to the mover of
the Bill. Of course T do not want to do any-
thing to discourage private enterprise but we
might in this case increase the royalty, say,
after 10 years. "

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I hope the hon.
member will not press the suggestion. I feel
that this industry requires to be encouraged
and the royalty is only being paid as a’ pepper-
corn rental, When these people are inclined
to put their capital into this concern, we at
least might give them an opportunity of pro-
seeuting the industry, and we can only hope
that they will be successful in such a way as
to encourage others to go in for it also.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: These deposits have
been lying in this locality for thousands of
years. It would be a good thing for the
State if all these things were developed and
something made out of them. If there is no
direet benefit to the Crown, there must he a
henefit to the people of the State.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I hope Mr. Nichol-
son will not press his suggestion. I believe
that there are millions of tons of this material
in other parts of the State which can be
utilised, if these people can show us how to
o so.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 made the sugges-
tion merely by way of ascertaining whether
the industry could bear some extra amount.
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I do not intend to press the matter. I would
point out that ne provision is made for the
ingpection of books, It should be understood
that the Government are entitled to inspect
them and verify the quantities of material
which are removed. I move an amendmeni—
““That the following words be added at
the end of Paragraph (d) of the schedule:

—with power to the Minister for Lands,

or any officer appointed by him, to inspect

the books of aceounts or records of the les-
sees from time to time and to take extracts
therefrom.’ **

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I have no objec-
tion to the amendment, though I think it is
hardly necessary in view of the powers al-
ready given in the schedule.

Amendment put and passed; the schedule
us amended agreed to.

Preamble:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment—

¢iThat the word *grant’ in the sixth line
he struck out and ‘lease’ inserted in lien.’’

Amendment put and passed; the preamble
as amended agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and the re-
poert adopted.

House adjourned at 9.55 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 15th May, 1918

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p-m., and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice'' and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ sec ‘‘Votes #nd Proceedings.’’]

BILL—FIRE BRIGADES AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Hon. R. H. Underwood
{(Honorary Minister), and read a first time.

LEAVE QOF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. ANGELO, leave of ab-
scnee for two weeks granted to the member
for Claremont (Mr, Stewart) on the ground
of urgent private business.

BILL—RABBIT ACT AMENDMEXNT.
Select Committec’s Report.
Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [4.47]: 1 move—
‘*That the select committee’s report he
adopted.’’
Question put and passed.
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BILL— VERMIX.

Introduced by Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott
(Honorary Minister), and read a first time.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX ASSESS-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previoua day; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair; the Attomey General in charge
of the Bill,

Clause 7—Amendment of Section 30 (fur-
ther considered).

Mr, THOMSON: [ move an amendment—

““That the following be added te the
clause: ‘(13.) All rates and taxes, includ-
ing Statc and Federal land taxes and Fed-
eral income tax, actually paid in Western

Australia by the taxpayer during the year

in whiech the income was received, but not

including any State income tax paid under

this Act.’?? :
The ohject of this amendment is to bring
our law into conformity with the Commeon-
wealth law, as expressed in Section 18, Suob-
section (), of the Federal Act. Under their
war time profits legislation the Federal Gov-
crnment aure able to take as much as 73 per
eent. of a man’s profits, and it is but reason-
able that he should pay income tax on noth-
ing except the net income he actvally re-
ceives. For example, if T had to pay—T have
not—an income tax of £100 to the Federal
authoritics, it would not be fair to require
me to pay State income tax on that £100. 1
leave the matter in the hands of the Com-
mittee,

Mr. DRAPER: T support the amendment
hecause, firstly, I think it is only fair, and,
secondly, because T think there is a growing
desire on the part of the publie to have the
assessment of both Jlederal and State income
tax placed upon the same lines. Tt does seem
adding insult to injury to tax a man upon a
sum of money which he can never for a mo-
ment dream of ecalling his own. secing that
it is going to he taken from him by publie
anthority, either State or Federal. As the
Federal Government cxempt from Federal
income iax all Federal and State land taxes
and State income tax, the analogy is com-
plete. Sinee the corresponding Federal Act
deals only with income tax, and docs not pur-
port to exempt Federal income tax, it s
neeessary to inelude in this amendment the
words ‘‘Siate income tax paid under this
Aet.?’

Mr. HOLMAN: T think there is a great
deal more in this amendment than appears
on the surface; and, not being a draftsman,
I should like to have the Attorney General’s
opinion on the matter. Under the amendment,
some of our hig land owners who have land
in the Eastern States could elaim exemption
from Western Australian tax in respect of
taxation paid on their Tastern States pro-
perties so long &s they had paid that taxation
here in Westein Australia. To bring for-
ward an amendment like this, which would
be challenged on the first opportunity, shows
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either greal neglect or else a hidden motive
on the part of those responsible for it. There
is no member in this House more hostile to
the working man than the hon. member who
submitted the amendmoent.

Mr. Thomson: On a point of order, I
think T am entitled te a withdrawal of that
remark, -

Mr. HOLMAN: T am absolutely justified
in making that remark after the iuterjec-
tions whivh were made at yesterday's sit-
ting by the hon. member. No interjections
couldl have been directed against the wage
earners more than thoese which were made by
the hon. member. Tt is a gquestion of faet
and a fajr statement to make, and as I am
of that opinion, T have expressed it.

Mr. Thomson: T take exception to the re-
mark and T request the hon. memhber to with-
draw it. Je¢ made the statement that T was
hostile to the workers, ’

Mr. HOLMAXN: T suid the hon. member
was hostile to working people, so far as the
taxatinn of the working people of this coun-
try was concerned, and thatr is a different
thing altogether. We have had sprung on us
an amendment which may have far-renehing
cffects. Take squatters of Queensland, or
some other part of Australia. who may have
property in Western Awstralia, Tf they paid
their tax in Western Australia, they would be
exempt for that amount, Tt is a disgrace to
think that a member of this Asscmbly should
try and get such an amendment put through.
I am justified in entering a strong protest
against it, espeeially when both the Attor-

. ney General and the member for West Perth

say that T am right in my contention, T
would strongly advise the member for Kat-
anning to study what the working penple
of this ecountry have to hear in the way of
taxation, and the payments they have to
make for sickness, ete., and then te extend
to them a little of the consideration which he
desires to show that section whirh would
come under his amendment.

Mr, WILLCOCK: If the amendment is car-
ried it will mean that the tax on war profits
paid to the Federal Government will be ex-
empi. The least that the State can do is net
to exempt anything that is paid under the Fed-
eral war profits tax,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
who moved the amendment has no desire to
provile for an exemption where income tax is
concerned. He only wants it in regard to land
tax. .

The Attorney General: This elaunse i3 just a
reflex of the Federal elanse.

Mr. Thomson: I am hringing it into line
with the Federal tax,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the hon. member
wants to exempt land tax he should also ex-
empt income tax. 8o far as a land tax is con-
cerned, T do not believe in an exorbitant tax,
but it is a proper source from which to collect
revenue. Why do not hon. members say straight
away that they de not want a land tax at allt
The man who pays the rates and taxes is the
man who will have no exemption at all.

AMr. Thomson: Would he not get an exemp-
tion for the rent that he pays?
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Hon. Wi C. ANUWIN: He has to pay more
rent all the time, hecuuse the landlord puts it
up for any increased charge that is made upon
lllllll. Tt all falis upon the vceupier, I should
like to have Eurther information from the
Attorney General in this matter,

Hon. .I. MITCHELL: The intention of the
clause s p(?]'fcq‘,tl_}' fair, | douht it it will do
other Fl'a" protect the taxpayer, as we would
have him protected. T would point out that we

- already deduct the roads hoard rates. Refer-
enve was made to the war time taxation, which
it was thought should e exempt. It is not Just
that the State should continue to tax on the
amount that is paid on the profits by the people
to the Federal Government. The Attorney Gen-
eral should agree to the amendment. It is quite
elear that the taxpayer should be relieved of
the payment of taxes on the money he has paid
fo the Federal anthorities. There can be no
argnment against that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Trea-
shrer desires to got all that he ean out of these
taxation measures, and T should not be doing
my duty, acting for him, if T did not oppose
any cutting fdown of the amounts that it is
propesed to bring in to the revenue. The Fed-
eral Aect contains these words—

All rates and taxes, including State and
Federal land taxes and State income tax,
actnally paid in Australia by the taxpayer
dunring the year in which the income was re-
ceived, hut not including any tax paid under
this Act, but including the amount of war-
time profits tax payable in Australia in re-
speet of any part of the income.

Tt also says—
Provided that when a taxpayer receives a re-
rumd of the whole or part of any of the taxes
mentioned in this seetion the amount of such
refund shall be brought into account as in-
come in the year in which the refund is re-
reived.
Thut is to say that, between the landlord aml
tenant, the rates received have to be brought
into acrount for the vear in which they are re-
ceived, Those who have to pay ratea and taxes
are allowed by the Commissioner to regard
these as outgoings against their businesses. T
must oppose anything in the shape of whittling
down the taxes. The income tax has already
heen cut down considerably by the increase in
exemptions for children.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am not
concerned ahout the matter in the way the At-
torney General is. T would prefer to see our
arstem of toxation, so far as income tax and
Lo tax is concerned. hrought into line with
that adopted by the Federal authorities. There
should be but one way in which these taxes
should be put in as a formula, Tf the getting
of these tnxes into a form means that the re-
sulting amount is insufficient for the State
there is a way of dealing with the mntter by
altering the rates that are imp:osed. The busi-
ness eourse, and the most satisfactory way for
the people of the Stare, would be for the Fedl-
eral and State returns to be as far as possible
on the rame lines. [ should like to see a deter-
mined attempt to bring this about.

AMr. MONEY: The principle laid down in
the proposed amendment is a seund one, Surely
we are not expected to pay on the income that
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we have not iu our hands to spend. It js 2 legal
ohligation te pay the Federal income and land
taxes. We have a perfect right in making up
oitr income tax returns to deduct these amounts.
The Federal authorities thought it a sound
policy, or they would not have provided for the
exemption in their returns of the State land
and ineome taxes. T support the principle and
agree with the lender of the louse that if
future taxation is required it iz better to raise
the rate and have the exemption onr all-fours
with the Federal exemptions.

Mr. THOMSON: | desire to alter ' my
wmendment by striking out the word **State’’
and inserting ‘‘ Western Australia.”” I am
somewhat amazed at the attitude of the mem-
ber for Murchison. In the first instanee he
accused me of having sprong an amendment
on the Committec, und secondly he accused
me of oppressing the working man, I want
to place it on record that my interjections
last night had nothing whatever te do with
the taxation proposals: The only interjee-
tions 1 made were in reply to the member for
North-East Fremantle when he made a state-
ment that the Government had heen foreed,
practically bought, by the Country party, and
compelled to do certain things. T stated that
was inaccurate, and [ interjected to that
¢ffeet.  The member for Murchison has no
gpeeial virtue in regard to his representation
of the working man, and 1 <o not take second
place to anyone in my representation of the
working man. [ resent the statements made
by the member for Murchison, because 1
vlaim to bave a knowledge equal to the mem-
ber for Murchisen or any other member on
the Opposition benches of the position and
difficulties with which the worker has te con-
tend.

Mr. Munsie: We do not dispnte
knowledge; it is your sympathies,

Alr. THOMSON: My sympathies are with
the working man, T am satisfied that those
worlkers who know me are satisfied to leave
their interests in my hands. [ had no ulterior
motive in bringing forward this amendment.
My desire is to bring the Statc Asscssment
Act into line with the PFederal Act.

Mr. WILLCOCK: [ move an amendment on
the amendment-—

¢That after the word ‘taxation’ in line

2, the following be added, ‘excepting taxa-

tion paid on any war times profit tax either

State of Federal.” ™’

Fiven at the higher rate propesed under the
amending Bill, which is 1s. 3d., no Federal in-
come tax would amount to 6% per cent. on
excess profits, [ am against the amendment
entirely, bat if it has to be carried I desire
to exempt all taxation paid on war profits.

Mr. THOMSOX: T hope the Committee will
not arcept that amendment. As far ag tax-
ation i3 eoncerned the leader of the Opposi-
tion said clearly that we are not going to tax
the conntry into proesperity, and T agree with
him. Any new industry started bere, unless
permission is aobtained from the Common-
wealth authorities, is taxed under war profits
taxation. We are desirous of having indus-
tries established in Western Australia. and
1 think it behoves us to encourage people

your
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fo came here if they have money, to start
industries. The leader of the Opposition
stated, and it is only too true, that our work-
ers are going away. T regret that that is so.
People with money are going away: that is
true alsv. There is a danger of our taxation
driving workers out, and it will prevent peo-
Me coming here with money to invest. Peo-
ple can go to Victoria and New South Wales,
where the taxation imposed is less than in
Western Australia.  Both those two States
are hives of industry. The member for Ger-
aldton savs that we do not desire to be ex-
ploited, and T agree with him. But a business

man  will  leok to the place which
will give him the best return and
if he finds that in Western Australia he

will have to pay mere in taxation than in the
other States, he will go to the other States. T

hope the Committee will net naceept the
amendment,
Mr. NAIRN: We all agree unanimously

that we have not any sympathy for the pro-
fiteer, But there are many classes of war pro-
fits taxed which are perfectly justified. Take
the ingtance of a man who has incrensed the
volume of his business tenfold. Not by an in-
creage of his profits on the individual article
produced, but on the collective profits of hig
inereased business does he ecarn the larger in-
come. That man is no more a profiteer than
is any member of the Committee. "By all
means let us tax that man’s war profits, but
do not let us punish him, because, unlike the
profiteer, he has carned his profit honestly.
And it must be rementhered that very many
people in Australian are to-day making ex-
coptional profits by sending their products
away out of the Commonwealth. By no streteh
of the imagination can it be said that, a man
having paid his war profits tax, that sum
e¢an he in any sense considered part of his in-
come. As a principle we tax 2 man’s income.
The amount paid in taxation canmot be re-
garded as part of his net income.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: People shonld be cn-
couraged to do all the business they can. A
great deal of the profits that will be taxed
will not come out of the pockets of the peo-
ple of Western Australia. Many people are
making money out of the produects, sueh as
wool, which they ship away.

Hon. P. Collier: Faxploiting the Old Coun-
try.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No. because they sell
to the Old Country at half the price which
America would give. Take the case of the
pastoralist. For threc years before the war
he suffered bad seasons, in which the profit
was below normal, But during the Jast three
or four years he hias had better seasons and a
good market, and in consequence he has made
more than ordinary profit.

Mr, Willcock: Simply because of the war.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Hon. members will
say presently that the three years before the
war were bad beecause war was coming, Tf
we take 75 per cent. of the additional profit
made by an individual and then tax him 2s.
6d. in the pound over the whole of that profit,
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he will have nothing left, no inceative to go
on. The amendment will work considerable
unfairness. 7T helieve the great hulk of the
surplas profits taxation will have to he paid
by the pastorulisis,

Mr. Tecsdale; They pay their- taxes cheer-
fully.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We cannot expeet
anyone to pay away 73 per cent. of his pro-
fits cheerfullv. [ hope the Committee will
not agree to the amendment.

Mr. MUNSIE: 1t is astonishing to hear the
defence put up by the hon. members in the
interests of the profiteer. No man has a right
to secure increased profits in war time.

Mr., Thomron: What ahout increaged wages
in war time?

Mr. MUNSIE: We do not want them. Any
worker wounild rather have his pre-war wages,
with the cost of living hack to what it was in
1914, We have been told that there are no
profiteers in Western Australia. T say there
arg many, | support the amendment because
I sec members interested attempting to point
out what an injustire it is going to be on
thoxe people who are robbing the rest of the
community. T would like to seec a provision
made to take from the profiteer every penny
of his profit. Unfortunately, \Western Austra-
lia is so situated that it must be many years
hefore we shall have many secondary indus-
tries here. For a long time to come we shall
have to depend ou our primary industries.
T shall support the member for Geraldton. T
nay say that in this connection I would sup-
port even an inerease of 23 per cent. It is
the business of Australian Governments to sce
that fewer war profits are made in the Com-
monwealth, The gencral publie of this State
have never had a fair deal since another place
rejeeted the legislation for contrgl of trade in
war time.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt seems to me that if a
man who is making war profits pays 50 or 73
per cent. of such profits to the Federal Gov-
ernment by way of taxation, it would be un-
fair for this State to tax him on such propor-
tion of his profits as he does not possess. T
would, however, favour imposing taxation on
the propertion of war profits still remaining
in his hands. Tndeed, T would tax that re-
mainder to any extent possible. However,
the matter is really one to be dealt with by
the price fixing boards.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Tt is rather diffieult to
approach the question of prices on a meisvre
of this description. To get to the root of the
matter, it will be necessary for the Govern-
ment to bring down a aspeeific Bill for that
purpose. TReecently T had the pleasure of lis-
tening to a clash of intelleets on this subjert.
Tt was agreed that there was a big field apart
from that covered by the Federal extra pro-
fits taxation. The Premiers of New South
Wales and South Australia said that they
would apply themselvesto obtain the war pro-
fits which were not being scooped up by the
Commonwealth, But the real difficulty arises
from the fact that the Federal Government,
wha have unlimited powers under the war pre-
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cautions regulations, urc utterly uuable, as
Mr. Hughes himself pointed out, to follow ull
the ramifications of trade so as te discover
where war profits start and where they eud.
He asked for suggestions as to control, say-
ing he realised there were in Australia many
meir who did not care w damu how the war
went becanse they were making profits out of
the necessitics of the people. e added that
the Federal Governmment did not so mueh want
extra revenue, as to prevent undue increases
in prices, T support Mr. Munsic’s statement
that the workers of Australia are making de-
mands for inereased pay not from love of a
serap, but because of dire neeessity, in view
of the rise in prices as compared with four
years ago. The Premicr of Queensland, Mr.
Ryuan, put up a scheme which ought to com-
mend itaelf to the eonfercnce' of Premiers
now sitting; and it 18 that the Federal Gov-
ernuient take control of ull imports into Aus-
tralin. In sueh circumstances the Tederal
Government wounld know approximately what
prices ought to be charged to the Australian
public for indcnted goods. It was deeided
that that scheme should be gone into at the
Premiers’ confercnce, in view of the help-
lessness of the Federal Government not-
withstanding their price fixing boards, There
ought to be a way of stopping profiteering,
and I believe a way will be shown. While
the amendment under discussion may not
meet the difficulfy, and while it may inflict
hardship in some w¢ases, there is no reason
why anything that the Ilederal or State
(tovernments can do towards discouraging
profitecring, as we understand it, should not
be done. Human nature being what it is.
every man in the world will try to get what
he ean. The question is simply whether the
community generally should be exploited by
the varions individuals and companies placed
in a position enabling them to exact an extra
toll. I am quite eonvinced that the Premicr
of Qucensiand c¢an put forward fertile sug-
gestions towards that end. Mo has already
submitted a proposul, which ean he handled
by the Federal (overnment, though not by
the State Governments, to bring to book the
persons who are waxing fat on the needs of
the people. The State and Federal Govern-
ments should co-operate to prevent the mak-
ing of extra wuar time profits at all.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Amendment (Mr. Willcock’s) put and a
division taken with the following result—

Ayes .. .. o1
Noes .- .. .. 18
Majority against .. 7
*
AYES.
Mr. Angwin ' Mr. Rocke
Mr. Davies | Mr, Veryard
Mr. Holman | Mr. Walker
Mr. Jones Mr. Willcock
Mr. Mullany Mr. Lambert

Mr. Muomia (Teller.)
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Nogs.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Pickerlog
Mr. Broun Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Brown Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Draper Mr. R. T. Rebinson
Mr. CGuorge Mr. Thomson ’
Mr, Hickmott ‘Mr. Underwaoc
Mr. Maley Mr. Willmott
AMr. Mitchell Mr, Hardwick
Mr, Money (Teller.)
Alr, Nairn

Amendment on amendment thus negatived.

Mr., HOLMAN: I want to repeat again
that if a4 person vesiding in Woestern Austra-
lia is drawing an income from the other
States that income cannot be touched® by our
taxation Commissiener, but that person be-
ing a resident of Australia will pay Federal
income tax in Western Australia. I venture
to say that if he were sued for the amount
of taxation in this State, hie would secure =z
verdict. The State Taxation Commissioner
cannot touch his income derived from an-
other State. Owing to the fact that this
person is a resident of the Commonwealth
he pays his taxes as a resident of Western
Australia and as a taxpayer of Australin he
is exempt.

The Attorney General: TIf he has an in-
come from both States, Western Australin
and New South Wales, then there is some:
thing in your argument.

Mr, HOLMAN: That is exuctly my state-
inent. Take as an illustration the case of
the Attorney General himself. He is a re-
sident of Western Awstralin and hiz home
is here. If he had an income from Victoria
and ho paid Federal income tax in Western
Australia, the amendment of the member for
Katanning would exempt him from being
taxed on that amount, and it he had land in
Victoria and paid the Federal tax here, the
position would be the same. The Minister
should see that an amendment is framed to
meet a1 case such as that which I have men-
tioned.

The Attorney General: You mean that de-
ductions should be only in respect ¢f incomes
derived in Western Australin from either
lund pr income?

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes.

Mr. Thomson: 1 am agrecable to that be-
ing inserted.

Mr. HOLMAN: The hon. member expects
others to assist him in framiog his amend-
ment, thus making it workable, and then he
would be able to say, “Alone I did it.’’
It is impossible to make any sense of =a
patched-np ameundment like this. Will the
Attorney General guarantee that it will not
be added to the Bill without the safeguards
I have indicated?

The Aftorney General: T will see that the
amendment that is asked for goes in.

AMr. DRAPER: The hon. member wants to
limit the additional clause to the land which
is situnted in or to incomes derived from
Western Australia, He would make the
amendment (uite clear if he made it reaa
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this wav: That all rates and taxes incinding
Western Australian and Federal land tax and
Federal income tax actually paid in Western
Australin in respeet of land situated in or
ineome devived from Western Australin. IF
L am in order, I will move an amendment—

““That the amendment be amended hy
the insertion after the words ‘Western
Australia’ of the following:—‘in respect
of land situated in or income derived. from
Western Australia,’™”’

Apiendment  on  amendwment and

passed. -

My, HOLMAXN: T desire to enter my pro-
lest against the carrying of an amendment
like this. [t only affects a certain section of
the community, who will, because of the
fact that they have to pay Federal tax, be in
a position to pay a higher tax to the, State.
There is a tendency to give a cerfain amount
of protection to those who are in a bhetter
posilion thaw the workers arc. When it
eoimes to a question of getting extra taxa-
‘tion frowm a certain section of the community
which is well able to pay it, we find that it
gets no support from those sitting behind the
Government, but they are quite willing to
tax the working man. The taxation should
be placed on the shoulders of those whe
are best able to bear it. This amendment is
not going to relieve the ordinary wage-earner
in any way at all, but will relieve people of
responsibilities which they can well afford to
shoulder. If an amendment was moved to
relieve the ordinary wage-earner from taxa-
tion, T venture to say it would not reccive
any support from these sitting behind the
Government, with the exeeption, possibly, of
the member for Northam. The mover of an
amendment of this sort should be in a posi-
tion to tell the Committee exactly how far
it will affect the finances of the State. We
do not even know what the Federal taxes
amount to from Western Australia.

Hon. .J, Mitehell: Not very much.

Mr. HOLMAN: They may amount to many
thousands of pounds. What class of people
is this geing to assist? Take a person whe
will pay a Federal tax on an income of £1,000.
That will mean £35 3s, 13. By looking
through the interesting return given to us by
the Treasurer, we are able to get at the
amount which that would represent, which is
£3 which this State would lose. We should
not only talk about a spirit of fairness in
times like this, it should be a spirit of self-
sacrifice; but the tendency appears to be to
sacrifice those who should be spared. T have
cntered my protest against the passing of this
amendment in the absence of the Treasurer.
I am surprised; never in the history of Par-
liament have I known of a taxation measure
being passed or being dealt with in the ab-
senee of the Treasurer. It is really a reflee-
tion on the Treasurer himself. I am afraid
the Treasurer will take some drastic action
on his return. We ask for information as to
how the Bill will affect the Treasury aand in
the absence of the Treasurer, it is impossible
for any Minister to give members the infor-

é11
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mation. 1 think we ought to report progress
uutil the Treasurer returns. 1 do not think
the Treasurer would tolerate this amendment
for one moment if he were present. If [
were certain that the amendment would be de-
fented, | would not continue my protest, We
are cadeavouring, in the interests of the Gov-
ernment, to protect the Treasury by sccuring
a fair return to the State. I trust the Min-
ister will give ns some idea of what reduection
in revenue this amendment would involve.
U hope the Committee will not agree to the
amendment.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment on the amendment—

‘“That in the last line the words ! State
income' he struck out.'’

A large proportion of the taxes paid are paid
by occupiers of property. The amount of the
tax is charged in the weekly rental, and it is
only right that the owner should transfer
that collected tax to the State.

Tihe Minister for Warks: They have to take
the rents they can get now.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: They are geiting
them,

The Minister for Works: They eannot get
them. In the Public Works Department we
have had to write off hundreds of pounds
worth of rental.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: 7When g business
man puts in his income tax return he is not
allowed to make deduetions for amounts ow-
ing, so the hon. member is in no worse posi-
tion than a man in business. The tenant pays
the tax to the landlerd, and if we relieve him
of that amount it will not find its way into
the Treagury. DMy amendment is essentially
fair. Tt means that taxes paid under this
measure shall go to the State and not to the
landlerd. I am only asking the landlord to
pay to the State what, in behalf of the State,
he has collected from his tenant. Are we
going to make the landlords a present of this
taxation? I move an amendment on the
amendment— =

‘“That the words ‘State income’ in the

last line of the proposed subelause be struck
out.’’

Amendment (Hon. W. (. Angwin’s) put,
and o division taken with the following re-
sult:—

Ayes 16
Noes 22
Majority against §
ATES.
Mr. Angwin I Mr. Mullany
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsie
Mr. Davies "Mr. R. T. Robinsen
Me. Foley Mr. Rocke
Mr. Green Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Willcack
Mr Jones Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Lambert (Teller.)
Mr. Lutey
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Nors.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Pickering
Mr. Broun Mr. Plesse
Mr. Brown Mr., Pilkipgton
Mr. Draper Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Geotge Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Grifliths Mr. Thomson
Mr. Harrison Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Veryard
Mr. Maley Mr. Willmott
Mr. Milchel) A, Hardwtek
Mr. Money (Teller.)
Mr. Nalrn

Amendment on amendment thus negatived.

Mr. HOLMAX: While the division was be-
ing taken T have been able to get hold_ of a
few figures. If this amendment is carried, it
will mean the taking away of revenue from
the Treasurer to thc extent of £8,000 or
£10,000 per annum. The 1916 returns show
that in this State very ncarly 1,000 people
have incomes of considerably over £1,000 a
year, incomes averaging about £2,500. A per-
gon receiving an income of £1,000 a year would,
under this amendment, be relieved of £3 taxa-
tion. As regards the onc thonsand people with
incomes averaging £2,500, the return to the
Treasurer should he £6,000 at the rate of taxa-
tion for incomes of £1,00¢ a year. But, as the
income rises, the taxation rises; and the
amount is thereforc considerably more than
£6,000 a ycar. Let it be borne in mind that
there was weeping and wailing from the pluto-
crats opposite when a proposal was ma(le.thaf.
the parents of this country should he relieved
of a little taxation as regards their chil‘dren.
There are in this State 411 people receiving
incomes of hetween £1,500 and £4,999; and
yet fully £10,000 is to be taken from the rev-
cnue for their benefit. That proposal is sup-
ported by hon. members who violently opposed
the granting of & little relief to the unfor-
tunate worker with a family. As regards land,

494 people in Western Awstralia own land of.

a total unimproved value of £6,525,000. '[‘h_e
amount of taxation imposed.on that land is
£55,000, or £56,000 per annunr. Even on that
basis the amendment would, in my estimation,
mean a difference to the revenwe of about
£3,000. And the amendment i3 supported hy
hon. members opposite from whom we heard so
mueh weeping and wailing when it was pro-
posed to grant a little relief to all men with
families, and not only the working men, in
Western Australia,. We find that this amount
is going to he taken away from the State
Treasurer. I would be only too pleased to pay
my proportion. T trust hon, members opposite
will not vote for what they must know is abso-
Jutely wrong.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt is only
fair to hon. members to inform them the pre-
cise amount the State will lose if the amend-
ment is carried. The Commissioner reckons,
in round figures, in respect of deductions
claimed here, that the State will lose £8,000.
If we start whittling something away here and
something away there, there will be no taxa-
tion and it will simply mean that the rates will
have to be increased. Under the law as it
stands, Section 31 provides—

[ASSEMBLY.)

No deduction shall, unless where specified
in regard to Subsection 3 hereof, be made in
respect of the following matters: (1) the
cost incurred in the maintenance of any tax-
payer, his family or establishment, (2) do-
mestic or private expenses, (3) payments of
any kind by husband to wife or wife to hus-
baud, (4) any loss or expense which is re
coverable under any insurance or contract of
indemnity, (5) income tax or land tax.

So that no income or land tax payable in any
way has been allowed, But the amendment
seems to open the door to a general dednetion.
Of course we can re-cast the seale. Our diffi-
culty is that we come down with a scale and
if we re-cast the deductions we upset the scale.
My own idea about it is that we should re-cast
the whole of our taxation. Personally I have
always been in favour of taxing at the source,
and faxing on  profits made, and the first
speech T made in this House was on those lines
when T begged Mr, Seaddan to repeal the
dividend duty tax, and to impose a tax on
profits. T think the Tairest tax iz the tax on
all income which comes to a man’s hands ir-
vespective of where it comes from. The Com-
monwealth  differentiates  hetween taxation
from personal exertion and taxation from pro-
perty. There are a sumber of proposals which
might have been copied from the Common-
wealth, and during the adjournment I would
have heen glad if it had been possible to re-
cagt our taxation, but that was impossible for
the reason that we had passed the second read-
ing of the measure in this House. Conse-
quently in order to put ourselves on Common-
wealth lines, we will have to wait for the Bill
now bhefore the Commonwealth Parliament to
be pussed. My suggestion is that this Bil,
even with all its imperfeetions, should he
passed in the way it has heen presented, and
the Government should be given an opportunity
after the PFederal legislation has been passed,
to re-cast the whole scheme of taxation. My
own personal view is that it should he re-cast
on Commonwealth lines, se that 1f exemptions
of this deseription are allowed, or other ex-
emptions, we will cast our seale ro suit the
exemptions.  As I have pointed out, the pro-
posal of the hon. member will mean v loss to
the extent of £8,000, and T am not prepared
to ask hon. members to agree to that.

Hon. P. Collier: This is a matter, too, which
will be cleared up at the Treasurers’ confer-
ence in July,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They are in
faet considering a uniform method now. T have
no donbt that, as the leader of the Opposition
has just come from the hub of the Australian
universe, he has brought with him the latest
information on the subjeet. T hope hon. mem-
hers will support me in my protest against the
amendment.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The Attorney General
states that it will he neeessary to raise the
rates.

The Attorney General: I did not say that;
T said re-cast the scale.

My, THOMSON: That means raising the
rater.  The Treasurer should have taken that
into consideration when submitting the Bill to
the House, I want to draw the Attorney Gen-
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eral’s attention to the faet that when the pre-
sent Land and Tnecome Tax Assessment Bill was
brought into exisience in 1907 there was no
such thing as a Federal land tax or Federal in-
come tax. Therefore, if the Federal taxation
had been in cxistence in 3907 ibis clause would
not have been in the Bill. It is all very fine
to say that this matter is going to be dealt
with at the Treasurers’ conference, but whether
they carry a resolution there or not it will not
affect the Aet which has been brought into ex-
istence by the Parlinment of Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. F. Collier: Then we can amend it on
the lines they agree upon.

Mr. THOMSON: I prefer to amend it now.
I trust the Committee will not accept the nicely
sugar-coated pill which the Attorney General
hasg given hon. members to swallow.

Hon, W, C. Angwin drew attention to the
state of the House; hells rung and a quorum
formes.

Mr. GREEN: 1 fail to see the consistency
of the hon. member’s attitude. Last night he
voted against the proposal to exempt children
at a value of £26 per child, a proposal which
meant a loss te the State of £7,000. Yet his
proposal this evening, which does not assist
those in rceeipt of low wages, will mean a loss
to the State of £8,000. I can hardy understand
what principle the hon. member stands for. He
claims to be a member of the Country party,
who are out to assist the primary producer. We
are told that the party he belongs to and the
people he represents are in a bad way, and if
they paid to the Government what they owed
they would be bankrupt. The hon. mem-
ber holds a special brief for the people in
receipt. of high salaries.
profits tax the people in this State making war
profits over £200 are exempt. Vet we find the
hon. member is holding a brief, not for the
farmers, but for the people who-are making
partienlarly hig money hecause of the war. We
find that the wman who. is receiving £3,000 a
year will, under the present proposals, only
have to pay an income tax of £187 10s. This is
the class of people for whom the member for
Katanning seems to hold a special brief. The
member for West Perth amended this proposal,
but anyone with a little worldly expcrience can
see that the proposal of the member for Katan-
ning was simply that of the member for West
Perth. :

Mr. Thomson: That is absolutely incorrcet.

Mr. GREEN: If the hon. member is not in
favour of the truth being brought out, why
does he interject? A certain statement was
made by him that something that was said was
incorrect. His statement was that the Country
party did not influence the Government with
regard to their taxation proposals.

Mr. Thomson: Absolutely correct.

Mr. GREEN: Other members of the Coun-
try party have said that this was so. Either
these members of the Country party are telling
an untruth or the member for Katanning is.

Mr. Thomson: You are making an incorrect
statement.

Under the war time -
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Mr, 'GREEN: On the horns of which dil-
emma does the hon. member place himself?

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member
confine himself to the question before the
Chair?

Alr. GREEN: T trust that the Minister for
Works will vote according ta the professions
we have heard from his lips, and that if the
workers have to pay this tax he will not be a
party to seeing that the wealthy portion of the
comnuenity is exempt.

Amendment (as previously amended} put,

an]ul a division taken with the following re-
sU]t ;—

Ayes . va ‘. ., 19
Noes .. .. .. .. 16
Majority for .. .. o3
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Plckering
Mr. Broun Mr, Plessa
Mr. Brown Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Draper Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Griffithg Mr. Thomsen
Mr. Hickmott Mr, Veryard
Mr, Mzley Mr. Willmott
Mr. Milchell Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Money {TPeiler.)
. NoES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Muliany
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsle
Mr. Davles Mr. R. T. Robloson
Mt. Foley Mr. Rocke
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr. Jones Mr. Q'Loghlen
Mr. Lamberi {Tellcr,)
Mr. Luiey

Amendment (as amended) thus passed.

Hon, W. (!, ANGWIN: I move—

““That progress be reported and leave
asked to sit again.’’

The Minister for Works: Certainly not.

Mr. HOLMAN: The memher for Beverley
has just stated that there has been stone-
walling. There has becn none, and I ask that
the statement be withdrawn as it is a reflec
tion on the Chair.

The CHATRMAN: I did not hear the hon.
member make the remark.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—
Aves . .. .. .. 10
Noes . .. .. .. 25
AMajority against .. .. 15
AVES,

Mr. Angwin ! Mr, Lutey

Mr. Collier | Mr. Rocke

Mr. Green ' Mr. Willcock

Mr. Holman Mr. O’Loghlen

Mr Jones i (Teller.)y

Mr. Lambert
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NoEB,

Mr. Angelo Mr. Munsis
Mr. Broun Mr. Pickering
Mr. Brown Mr. Plesse
Mr. Davies Mr. Pilkington
Mr, Draper Mr. H. Robinson
Mr, Foley Mr., R. T. Robingon
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
MM Maley Mr. Veryard
Mr. Mitchell Mr, Willmott
Mr. Money Mr. Harvdwick
Mr. Mullany (Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr, HOLMAN: What action is the Minis-
ter going to take to relieve the ordinary wage-
earner who has to pay 4s. to 5s. a week to
reach his work? The ordinary worker has to
pay this amount for his railway ticket. Ts
the Minister prepared to accept an amend-
ment, or is he prepared to draft an amend-
ment 50 that the workers may be relieved of
the expense which they ineur in travelling to
their work? A man earning £4 a week may
have to travel from Fremantle to Midland
Junction and it may cost him 1533, to 18s. a
month, This seems to me to be a reasonable
exemption. A large number of men are
affected in this way. This provision would
not affect the people in my district, but it
will affect the workers in the metropolitan
area. T think the cost of travelling to work
should be deducted from a man’s income.
‘Exemptions are not allowed to the ordinary
worker but every kind of exemption is al-
lowed to the boodler and his parasitie tools.
When the country is over burdened with
debt, when everybody is crying for reform,
and coveryone is talking ahout self-sncrifice,
we find the Government arc prepared to sac-
rifice anyone so long as they can save their
own miserable selves and remain in office.
Ministers allow the business to be taken ount
of their hands. They are not prepared ecven
to stand by the measares which they intro-
duce. They swallow an amendment which is
moved on the spur of the moment by which
the Government lost £8,000 a year, but when
an amendment which will relieve the wage
carners is carried against them they c¢ry like
whipped curs. I move an amendment—

‘¢ That the following be inserted as a new
subclause : —* All railway fares, tram fares,
or any other payment of expenditure in-
curred in travelling to and from his place
of employment and the cost of all tools of
trade required by any workmen to earn his
chargeable income.’’

1t costs a hewer £15 a year for his tools of
trade. Axe handles are now costing up to 3s.
each and T have known many men break
four axe handles in an afternoon. It seema
to he a fair exemption to remit the eost of
tools of trade.

Mr, Davies: You will not relicve those men
at all, because they are already covered by
the exemption.

Mr. HOLMAN: That is not so. We find
the hon. member supporting any exemption
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for the boodler, but none for the worker. The
amendment will assist many people who de-
serve assistance.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Taking the
latter part of the amendment first, I have no
doubt that in fixing the rate of wage the
Arbitration Court takes into consideration
the fack that certain individuals have to pur-
chase their own tools. As for the distance
to be travelled, that really relates to one’s
own convenience, and not to the nature of
his employment. Thevefore, it seems to ne
almnst an absurd proposition to say that he-
vause a man chooses to live far from hig
work, he should have special consideration,
I do not think the time of the Committee
should be taken up with an amendment of
this sort.

HMon. W. C. ANGWIN: The expense a
worker is put to in carning his income should
be exempt from taxation. The Attorney
General says the Arbitration Court takes into
consideration the cost of tools, That is not se,
45 is seen in the fact that a bricklayer gets
a higher wage than a carpenter, although the
varpenter’s tools cost far more than do those
of a bricklayer.

Mr. Thomson: The bricklayer gets a higher
wage because he has more broken time.

Hou. W, . ANGWIN: Again, in regard to
the distznce of residence from work, it is not
within the control of the worker, becanse he
may be on a job at Claremont to-day and on
another at Guildford to-merrow. It cannot
be said that a man is earning £3 a week if
out of that sum he has to pay 2s. in tram
fares in going to and from his work.
1f all other classes are to have ex-
emptions, why should mnot the worker?
Even the farmer is allowed four per cent.
for his outgoing, and the bumness man is
allowed four per cent. on his rent in addition
to his allowance for outgoing. The amend-
ment is perfectly fair.

The Attorney General: Every taxpayer is
allowed for his outgoing and eXpenses act-
ually incurred in the production of his in-
come,

Hon, W. C. ANGWTIN: But it does not in-
clude farves for travelling and tools required.
Tt is only fair that those should be included.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 18
Xoes 13
A tie 0
AYES,

Mr. Angelo Mr, Mitchell
Mr. Angwin Mr. Money
Mr, ColHer * Mr, Mullany
Mr. Darvies Mr. Munsis
Mr. Folecy Mr. Rocke
Mr. Green Mr. Thomson
Mr. Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr. Joanes Mr. Q'Loghlen
Mr. Lambert {Tetlery
Mr. Lutey
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Noea.
Mr. DBroun Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Brown Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Draper Mr. R. T. Robloson
Mr. Necige Mr. Teesdala
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Underwood
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Wllimott
Mr. Maley Mr. Hardwlick
Mr. Plckerting {Teller.)
Mr. Piesse

The CHAIRMAN: The Chairman will give
his casting vote in favour of the Bill as it
stands, in order to protect the revenue.

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr., THOMSOX: 1 do not intend to pro-
ceed with the amendment 1 have on the
Notice Paper, proposing exemption in  re-
speet of charitable contributions.

My, HOLMAXN: T intend to oppose this
clause as much as I possibly can. Every
section of the ¢commupity receiving higher
incomes has been granted exemption, but a
paltry exemption asked for on behalf of those
carping the lowest incomes has hecit ro-
fused, on the greund that so much has al-
ready been given that no more can he spared.
Therefore this Income Tax Bill shounld be op-
posed step by step and word by word, and
this T intend to do. Excmptions totalling
£20,000 have already been granted, and by
this very vclause grave injustice has heen
done to the State. With regard to business
pramises, a deduction of four per cent. is al-
lowed to the holder of lurge premises. The
exemption of £200 is gome, but that deduc-
tion of four per cent. by the holder of large
business premises still remains.  Moreover,
taxpayers carrying on husiness, or with
maney invested. in Western Australia and
elsewhere, or carrying on more than one busi-
1ness,- or with money invested, in Western Aus-
tiakin. are allowed to deduet nterest paid. The
‘member for Leederville, in whose district almost
Lhe whole of the residents are wage-earncrs,
has refused to support an amendment which
would give those people some little relief.

The Attorney Genecral: Ave yon moving an
amendment?

Mr. HOLMAN: T am opposing the clause,
as I have a perfect right to do. A worker is
not allowed any deduction for his tools of trade
while & husiness man is sllowed to make deductions
for the machinery he uvses.

Hon. P. Collier: Tools of trade are essential
to the workman who is eatning his incomae.

Mr. HOLMAN : The timber fallers have to
find their own tools and in addition they have to
pay 30s. & yeor for the sake of carning a paltry
living. That too is since the saward was issued.

The Attorney General: They have always had
to pay that. The license used to be 23. Gd. a
month, but they avoided it, and it was owing to
their own suggestion that I made the annual fee
30s. and during the period of the war £1.

Mr. HOLMAN : It is an unjust tax on a man
who has to earn his living hewing timber.

Tho Attorney (encral: It was at their own
suggestion.

Mr. HOLMAN: To avoid a hcavier penalty.
These men are compelled to go out and cut in the
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worst bush. They should be paid a premium for
it instead of being made to pay a tax. The whole
thing is unfair because a business man is sllowed
many deductions but tho ordinary working man
is not allowed any at ell. The hower is called
upon to pay rent for the Crown lands on which
he is cutting timber. The business man is given
exemption for that sort of thing.

The Minister for Works: Section 30 of the Act
provides cxemption for expenses actually incurred
in earning the income.

Mr. HOLMAX : A business man is allowed for
rates, but the worker in the bush gets no con-
sideration of the sort.

The Minister for Works: If it is outgoing it is
provided for in Section 30 of the Act.

Mr. HOLMAN : If so it should be shown in the
assessment form. [ have not been able to find it.

The Attorney Cienersl. Cive meo the form and
1 will show it to vou.

Mr, HOLMAN : I am reading it, but I cannot
find the provision. 1f it is in the Act it should he
in the assessment form.

The Attorney General: It is in the formm. Look
at Part A “other expenses, give particulnrs.”
Now will vou sit down ¥

Mr. HOLMAN : No. [ am going to show that
he is not allowed to make a deduction. I will not
give way unless I get an assurance that these
deductions shall be put in the form.

The Attomey Ceneral: I will make provision
that any lose, any outgoing, any expenses actually
incurred by the worker in the eaming of his in-
come, shall be inserted in a column in the form.

Mr. HOLMAN : Well, I will aceept that as-
surance.

[Mr. Foley took the Chair.]

Mr. MONEY: 1 move an amendment—

** That the following be added to stand as
Subelause (e} :— That Scction 7 of the amend-
ing Act be amended by inserting the words
*interest on mortgage and loan’ after ¢ out-
goings’ in Subsection 1, Section 30, of the
principal Act.’”

These words are generally included in the taxation
Acts of the other States. Anyone should be able
to see from o perusal of the Act that these alloswy-
ances arc made.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This i¢ prac-
tically the law of the land in decided cases to-day.
If the amendment is going to make this any clearer
T have no ohjection to it. The Commissioner for
Taxation says that it hes always been the practice
to allow injerest on sums used in a business.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Can we insert this amend-
ment ? Is it in order 7

Amendment put and passed ; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clanse 8—Amendment of Section 32 -

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I should like to have
some cxplanation on this clause.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The present Act
is defective in the manner described in this clause,
for unleas the Commissioner knows that a person
is taxable he cannot demand a return. He can
only demand a fuller and better return from a man
who has already put one in. This also applies
to & business where a person has been opening or
closing stocks.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I know of a man who
though not taxable, put in his return. Because
his return was late he was summoned, and had to
gravel & long distance to answer the summons. 1
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cannot sco why a person who is not taxabie should
have to send in any return.

The Attorney General: This is intended to
apply to persons who are taxable but do not send
in returns.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN : If a person is not linble
for any tax he should not be put to the trouble of
submitting a return. There i8 a posstbility of
persons being fined who should not be fined. I
sce no necessity for the altoration.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 'This power will be the
cause of infinite annoyance to a large number of
poople who will not be liable to pay any tax.

The Attomey Genernl: 1 do not think the
present Conuuissioner administers the Act in that
way.

Hon. P. COLLIER : 1 feel sure that s general
instruction will be issued if this clause is passed,
and that thousands of men who will not be liahle
for taxation will have domands made upon them
to explain why they have not filled in the necessary
forms. I know of o case in point, in which ex-
planations have been demanded yesr after year
a3 to why forms are not filled up and sent ia.
Probably, under this provision, the Commissioner
would issue & regulation calling upon everybody
to furnish returns. Has any difficulty heen
experienced in conncetion with the cxisting Act,
such as renders this amendment necessary ?

The Attorney General: Yes. This is a sug
gestion by Mr, Owen.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 perfectly understond
that this is a machinery clauso ; but departmental
officers aro found anxious to take to themsehves
powers which, while easing the work of tho depart-
ment, cause great inconvenience and annoyance
to the public.

The Attorney Coeneral: We must give the
officer the necessary tools of trade.

Hon. P. COLLIER : I agrce; but are we hero
giving more power than is nccessary ? I do
believe, however, that our Commissioner of
Taxation exXercises a groat deal more diserction in
collocting taxation than is exercised by the Feoderal
taxation office.

Clausp put and passed.

Clause 9—Amendment of Section 34:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : Explanation is required
of this new departure.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : This comes from
the Crown Solicitor. Under the existing law the
Commissioncr can only alter or reduce assessments.
In working, the Crown Solicitor has found that the
words need to be made a little more exact. Cases
coming before the court of veview have shown
that difficulty arisez owing to the loosgness of the
words, Therefore this clause proposes to repiace
“alter or reduce” by *incroase, roduce, alter,
or otherwise amend.”

Hon. P. COLLIER: The point is that tho
Commissioner wants the word “ increase™ in-
troduced. Would not the word “alter” have
given the Commissioner that power ?

The ATTORXEY GENERAL:  Probably:
but this amendment has been drafted by ihe
Crown Solicitor and mysclf to meet the cases 1
have mentioned,

Me. MONEY : The last words of the clause,
“ or otherwise amend,” seems to me such covering
words, and I do not think they should be allowed
to stand. I move an amendment—

“ That the words ‘or otherwiso amend’ be
struck out.”

Amendment put and passed ;
amended, agreed to.

the clause, as
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Clause 10—Amendment of Section 44 :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I shall not ask
the Comunittce to pass this clause. Section 44
of the principal Act is sought to be amended by
throwing the onus of proof on the appellunt.  That
is contrary to the gencral principles of law.

Hon. P' Collier: I had this clause marked.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I moarked it
mysclf for consideration. It is a departmental
suggestion, As soon as I saw it, I thought it
should go out.

Clanse put and negatived.

Clause 11—agreed to.

Clause 12—Amendment of Section 49 :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tho clause ns
printed provides that no appeal shall be heard
unless the taX payable on the assessment, and
any fines accrued thercon, together with any
arrears of like tax and fines, are deposited with
the Commissioner. I move an amendment—

“That in paragraph (s), after ‘unless,; in

li;l?’2. there be inserted ‘ one-half of the amount

of’ ¥
That amondment will allow any person appealing
to pay only half of the asscssment to which he
objects, prior to the appeal being heard.

Mr. THOMSON : I hope, in view of Scction 49
of the principal Act, that the Committée will
accopt this amendments.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am glad tho Attorney
General! has an amendment which modifies the
clause, but I am not sure that we ought to accept
the clause even with the amendment. At present,
if one appeals against an assesdment, ono is not
called on to pay the tax until the matter has been
dealt with by the court of review. But hero the
Government propose that appellants ghall be called
on to pay half the tax before proceeding with
an appeal.

The Attorney General: Councils and roads
boards make appellants pay the whole of the rates
before the hearing of appeals.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No ; hall, )

Hon. P. COLLIER: ‘What is the object?
Ultimately the payment of the amount will depend
upon the result of the appeal. What advantage
is it to the department 50 have half the amouat
paid beforchand ?

The Minister for Works: It will prevent the
making of appeals for the purpose of putting off
payment for an indefinite period.

Hon. P. COLLIER : There would not bo much
object in making an appeal merely for the purpose
of postponing payment, seeing that one knows one
has to pay cventually, T have not heard of any
imposition of that nature on the part of taxpayers
appealing,

The Minister for Works: Under the Federal
law onc has to pay the whole of the tax in order
to appeal,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWEN : I sec that public notice
has to be given of appeals.

The ATTORNEY GENERAY:  Section 49
provided that public notice had to be given of the
time and place of the hearing of appeals, but
now the word * public  will be deleted, and morely
*“ notice " will have to be given.

Clause as amended put and passed.,

Clause 13—Amendment of Section 52:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an
amendment—

“ That in line 4 after the word * proceedings,’
the words * under this Act’ bo inserted.”
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The relurns given will be prima facie evidence of
the particuinrs,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. P. COLLIER : 1 should like some infor-
mation with regard to this clause. It states that
& retum shall, in any legel proceedings, be prime
facic evidenes of the particulars therein contained.
Does that mean that the return will be accepted
a3 absolute proof without further evidence having
to be obtained ?

The Attorney Ceneral: It will be evidence
unless other evidence is given.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Does it mean that in pro-
ceedings beforp a court the Commissioner will be
able to put in the retum as ovidence ?

The Attorney Genersl: The Commissioner may
wish to prove against a taxpayer that he owns
certain property, and if the taxpayer on his return
says he owns it, that will be prima facie proof
without calling for the deeds,

Hon. P. COLLIER : This subsection telates to
salaries and emcluments. I would like to know
whether all the Commissioner has to do is tn give
to the court the return furnished to him and that
that return will he accepted by the court ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If a return is
put in showing that & person is in receipt of £400
a year, that return will be evidence that the person
in question is in receipt of that salary. Otherwise
the employer will have to be called to prove that
£400 is actually being paid.

Mr. MUNSIE: Is it intended te assume that
‘“ the particulars therein contained ™ are correct ¥
If the return were from the individual himself
1 would have no objection to it, but the roturn
may be from an employer and may aficct other
people ; therefore it should not be put in as prima
facie cvidence against another individual.

The Attorney Genecral: T am not particularly
wedded to the clause.

Clausc as nmended, put and negatived.

Clause 14—Amendment of Scction 53 :

Houn, W. C. ANGWIN: A taxpaver is ofton
fined because the tax is not paid on a certain date
and the notice given is sometimes very shors.

The ATTORNEY GENERAT.: The object of
the amendment is to avoid the necessity of pazetting
the duc dates and to rely on the dates given in
the notice to the taxpayer.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 15-—Repeal of Section 56 : .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1t i= intended
to atrike out thia clause, Section 56 of the Act
which it was sought to repeal says that where the
amount of tax payable by the taxpayer escceds
20s. the same shall be paid in two half-yearly in-
stalments.

Clavse put and negatived.

Clause 16—agrecd to.

Clause 17—Amendment of Section 71 :

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : Why not leave this to
the dicgretion of the court as previously ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The magistrates
have imposed such small penalties that they are
not likely to act a= a deterrent to others. The
maximum penalty in the Act is £20 and if the
amendment is carried the minimum penalty will be
£1. Hon. members may say that £1 is too small
for such an offcnce, but it will be observed that
under Clause 24 it is provided that such offences
will no longer come before the court.  These small
offences will be dealt with by the Commissioner
and he will have the power to remit a fine.

Hon. P. COLLIER : T dn not know that it is
wise that we should take away the discretion of
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the court in this matter. There is no warrant
for assuming that a magistrate who is going to
hear a case 13 going to he unduly lenient to any of
thoso who are charged. If that were a point
holding good in regard to this Acl, it should hold
good in all our Acts, and a minimum penalty
should be provided in all. Tt is the tendency of
all departmental officers to punish any man who
has put them to the trouble of taking him before
the Court.

Mr. MONEY : [ ennnot sce the neccasity for the
clause. We should have confidence in our courta
and magistrates. I am totally against the principle
of limiting the court’s digeretion. I am opposed
to the clause.

Clauss put and negatived.

Clause I18—Amendment of Section 74 of the
principal Act:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I was going to
move that the clause be struck out,

Clause put and negatived,

Clause 19—negatived.

Clause 20—Taxation of certain income at its
source :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an
amendment— :

* That after * (1) * the words * Notwithstanding
anything contained in this Act o the contrary,
be inserted.”

Without the amendment it is questionable whether
the clause would really impose a tax, because we
tax in one year the income earned in the previous
year. The amendment is to make it quite clear
that notwithstanding auything contained in this
Act to the contrary the incoms tax shall be payable
to the Commissioner. The amendment will make
the clause effective.

Amendment put and passed. r

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : T move a further
amendment — ’

= That after ' income’® in line one the words
‘current  income (whether payable weekly,
fortnightly, monthly, or otherwise)” be in-
serted.’”

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : T movela further
amendment—

**That after the first paragraph of Sub-
section (1) the words * such tax sball be at the
rate then last in foree if the rate of tax is not
then fixed by law’™ bé inscrted.”

Hon. members will undeistand that this is necessary
to enable the tax to be collected on salary or wages
as it is earned. i

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I would like
to give some expianation of the effect of the clause
as amended. The object of the clause is to cnable
a private employer if so requested by the Conunis-
sioner to colleet the tax on wazes and salaries on
practically every pay day. The details of the
working of the clavse will be prescribed by regula-
tion. Practice alone will determine the most
convenient form both for employer and omployecs.
Tt will be observed also that a proviso is to be
brought into operation. The regulations will also
preseribe the manncr in which the tax shali he
collected and recorded. T think the intention
is to require the employer to aflix on the pay-sheet
stamps to the value required, or alternatively
the employer may deduct the tax from his pay
roll and remit it to the Commisaioner. If in any
case the tax is found by the Commissioner to
exceed that which is payable by the taxpayer the
taxpayer will be entitled to a refund on applica-
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tion. It is the intention, if the clause is carried,
to publish for the use of employers a short table
showing the amounts that they will be reyuired
to deduct from their employees.

Hon. P. Collier : The whole thing is an outrage.

Mr. Jones: It is class legislation of the most
violent kind.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This clause
cannot ho put into force on the st July next
unless Parlinment has alrcady passed the taxing
Bill prescribing the rates of income tax for the
financial yenr that is to come. I do not think
it iz neceasary for me to explain the clause further
at this stage.

Mr. WILLCOCK: [n my opinion the whole
clause is impracticable, and the cost of administra-
tion will be out of all proportion to the resulis
obtsined. The working people are going to be
taxed at a higher rate than they can afford, and
the Government believe that the only way in which
they can get the taxes in is to adopt this means.
The employer will also be put to a lot of annoyance.
Further, in order that the employer may deter-
mine whether or not his employee iz taxable the
Intter wiil have to disclose all his private affairs,
say how many children he has, what insurance he
is paying, and so forth. Who is to be the judge
a3 to whether a man will be able to earn for the
whole ycar at the rate that he has been able to
earn for any particular weck ? The Minister
should have given the Committee some explana-
tion ag to what will happen in the cases of inter-
mittent employment. If & man makes £5 in one
week will it be presunied that his income will be
£250 a year, although he may not make as much in
any other weck during that period ?

The Attorney General-: He will pay on the £5
in that one weck.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Ts it intended thet the em-
ployer of a man carning £400 a year shall deduct
80 much a weck from that man's wages ? It has
always been the custom to pay the income tax
at the end of the year on the year's earnings, but
under this provision & man may be taxed upon an
income which at the end of the yecar he has not
earned. It scems to me that in manv cases the
cost of administration will exceed the amount of
the tax received.

The Attorney General: In that case no Govern-
ment would go on with it.

Mr. WILLCOCK : In the case of a man who is
only employed intermittently his carnings will
vary from week to week. Some provision should
be made so that the employer of such a man is
not authorised to collect the tax. With regard to
the exemptions for children, 1 would point out
that a man earning £4 a weck may have two
children and be paying income tax week hy week
throughout the year, -Just before the end of the
year there may be an increase in the family which
will render him exempt for the remainder of the
period. Ordinarily he would have been exempt
for the whole year with three children, but under
these provisions he would have been taxed for
most of the year. Y intend to voi¢ against the
whole ¢clause.

Hon. P. COLLIELR : The clauso is an absurd onc
and T appesl to the Minister not to waste the time
of the Committee with it. The good sense of
hon. members will surely cause them to reject it.
The general application is simply impracticable.
The provision could apply onfy to a very limited
extent, to people in permanent employ, and
principally to civil servants. It could not possibly
.apply to the large army of casual employees in
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this country. Morcover, in the case of men
permanently employed it is not necessary that the
boss should deduct the tax, beeause they can
be easily found, However, I am opposed to the
provision on general principles. It is the most
vicious and intolerant thing ever introduced inte
this Chamber. It has had its birth in tho Taxation
Department ; it does not originate from the
Government, who however have fathered it. Let
us firg it out on to the rubbish heap.

Clauso put and negatived,

Clauses 21, 22—agrecd to,

Clause 23—Employer may be declared agent of
employee when tax unpaid :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Clause 20
having gone, this clause must go. Even if Clause
20 had not been deleted, Clause 23 is open to
varjous objections.

Clauso put and negatived.

Clauge 24—Additional tax for late returmns and
for omissions in returns:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The clause ag
printed includes many things which perhaps are
objectionable. Paragraph (¢), for example, might
penalise any busy man whose returns are made
out for him by clerks ; and I intend to move that
it be struck out. Again, I propose to alter the
penalty from * one pound or ten per centum of the
amount of tax ssseasablo™ to ''not excceding
ton per centum.”  This will allow the Commissioner
of Taxation the discretion advocated by the member
for North-East Fremantle on a previous clause.
The effect will bé that the Commissioner will have
Power t0 exeroise his discretion to fine in the case
of minor matters, for which it is not thought
nccessary to bring people before the courts. He
may be trusted to0 administer these powers; and,
besides, ho has discretion to remit fines. I move
an smendment—

" That paragraph {¢) be struck out.”

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN : I hope the Committes
will not pass the amendment. I wish that para-
graph to romain in the clause. The Attorney
teneral referredd to the caso of » man who has
his returns prepared for him by eclerks : but in
the event of such a man furnishing incorrect
returns owing to error on the part of his elork the
proviso empowers the Commissioner to remit the
additional tax. The result of striking out the
paragraph would be that in the circumstances
mentioned by the Attorney General the taxpayer
would be put to the heavy expense of proving
to & court of law that the error was merely technical
or accidental. According to the Attorney General,
the taxpayer would still be liable if the amendment
were carried. IE that is 80, let us leave the matter
43 it ig, in view of the discretion granted to the
Commissioner.

[The Chairman resumed the Chair.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The clause
brings taxpayers before the Commissioner, and
if & person ocen prove that the matter is one of
mistake the Commissioner will not punish him.

Tho MINISTER FOR WORKS: Most of us
who have struggled with income tax returns have
naturally put in what we thought we were fairly
entitled to put in ; but that may not be lawiully

allowable. We are not all trained lawyers, and
able to argue such questions with the Com-
misgioner. If a man has apent £20 and he shows

in his return that he has spent £30 he is stating
what is a falschood. But I will give an instance
of what a taxpayor has to contcnd against, and
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this occurred in my own case. DMy return was less
than it was In the previous wvear so far as the
horses T had were concerned, though T had more
horses than 1 had before. I was treated as if
I kad been a criminal, but I soon brought the
officer in the Taxation department to his bearings.
I lost by death three valuahle mares, Their
value was £150 and in the same year five mares
foaled. The foals were worth £5 each. That
accounted for the pgreater number of horses and
the lower value of them, and I was called upon to
make that explanation. There is ne man who
would be fool enough to put himself knowingly
under the operation of a clause like this.

Hon, W, (0. ANGWIN : My desire is to try to
save the taxpayer from going into court through
an error which he may have made. If he can
prove that he has made an error he should be
saved the expense of going to court. If the
paragraph is atruck out & man may be prosecuted.
1 would leave the paragraph as it is because it
protects the taxpayer more than it would if it were
struck out. I think the penalty is too large.

Mr. MALYY : In these taxation returns the
Commissioner scems to go on the assumption that
there is no hereafter in regard to assessable income.
Tho wool-grower is receiving only 90 per cent. of
the value of his wool—the balance being held by
the pool—notwithstanding which tlie Commissioner
requires him to pay tax on the full 100 per cent.
The same thing is required of the wheat-grower,
who is similarly situsted.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Under the clause the

Cominissioner has power to fine a texpayer double

the tax if he puts in his return only 90 per eent. of
his income. This clause is designed to avoid the
necegsity for going to court : but if paragraph (o)
is struck out the delinquent will have to go to court.
1 am merely trying to protect the taxpayer.

Amendment put and negatived.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
amendment—

* That in lines 14 and 15 the words ‘ono
pound or’ be struck out and ‘ not exceeding’
inserted in liew.”

Amendment put and possed.

The ATTORNEY CGENERAL:
further amendment—

“That ali words from and incleding ‘ which.
cver ' in line 16 to * greater ’ in line 21 be streck
out.”

Instead of differentinting in the punishment for
the three offences the Commissioner will then have
power to impose up to 19 per cent. in every casc.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 25—Requirements of Commissioner to be
complied with :

Mr. MUNRIE: Will this givo the Taxation
Department power to demand returns from people
who are not eligible to pay a tax ?

The ATTORNEY GENFERAL: This is only a
demand for information to enable the Commissioner
to complete an assessment. The clause has been
recommended by the Crown Solicitor, and there i3
nothing behind it.

Mr. Munsie : I accept that explanation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : Is the ¢lause necessary in
view of the provisions of the Act ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The Act imposes
& penalty, but does not say that the person shall
answer the questions which are put by the Taxation
officers.

Olause put and passed.

Clause 26—Proof of knowledge :

I move an

I move a
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The ATTORNEY CENERAL : It is intended to
strike out this clause.

Clauge put and negatived.

(lauge 27—Manner of showing amendments :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A number of
consequential amendments will have to be made
to this clause, and will be made in the ordinary
course by the Parliamentary draftsman.

Clause put and passed.

New Clause.

The ATTORNEY CGENERAL: In deference
to the wish of the member for Geraldton, T move—

*That the following be inserted to stand as
& new clause: ‘Section 2 of the principal Act
is hereby amended by inserting the following
definition :=—*" Dependant '’ means a relative of
& taxpayer by blood, marriage or adoption
towards whose maintenance the taxpayer has
contributed at least £26 during the year
in which his taxable income was derived.” "

Mr. MUNSIE: I hope the Attorney General
and the member for Geraldton will agree to make
the amount £20, the same as the allowance for &
child. The single person who contributes £20 to
the maintenance of a dependant should be similarly
considered,

The Attorney General : The two amounts of
£2G in the Federal Act, although they are the same,
do nof, relate to cach other.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not share the Attorney
General’'s view. The member for Ceraldton
dosires that a single person with dependants should
receive an allowance in the same way a8 & married
man. The latter is allowed only £20 in respect of
cach child ke has to maintain.

The Attorney General: That is additional,
Because he has a wife he is on the £158 line;
because he has & child he is on the £176 line.

Mr. MUNSIE : But the single man or single
woman is only on the £100 line. If the single
person cxpends £20—the amount allowed to the
marriced man in respeet of a child—on a dependant,
the single person should receive the samo con-
sideration. 1 hope the Attorney (lencral will
agree to the roduction to £20; othorwise I must
move an amendment.

Mr, WILLCOCK: I am perfectly willing to
nllow £26 to go, because a married man cannot
be expected to keep his wife for £26 o year. The
amendment represents a substantial concession,
because it places the single man with only one
dopendant—on whom he need spend only £26—
on the £156 line, in the same way as a married man.
I am prepared to accept the Attorney General's
amendment.

Mr. LUTEY : Would the single man with one
dependant on whom he is spending £26 per annum
be granted the same exemption as the married
man, under the amendment ?

The Attorncy Ceneral: Yes.

New clause put and passed.

New Clanse:

Mr. THOMSON: X move that the following
be added to stand as Clause 19x:—

** A gection is inserted in the principal Act, and
shall have effect as follows :—174. Whenever
any person is assessed for income tax on profits
derived from any of the tollowing businesses,
namely, (1) Agricultural and Horticnltural ;
{2) Pastoral; (3) Grazing: {4) Mining; and
{5) Manufacturing ; then such person may claim
and shall be allowed an abatement of so much
of the amount payable for income tax on the
profita derived solely from such busincszes as
equals twenty"per centum of such income tax.”
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We wont to cnconrage the primary industrics.
Derzonally, I would like to see it graded according
to how n man catned his income. For instance,
& worker should be taxed & emaller rate than & man
who carned his income from profit,  Therefore
in moving the amendment I do so with the desire
to establish a principls, more particularly as [
wish t6 move a further amendment later on which
will have the offcet of increasing the tax on the
industrics whieh in my opinion ate non-productive,
end which are being carried on the shoulders of
other industries, The agricaltural and horticul-
tural industries are creating wealth for the pople
engeged in them and the same thing applies to
those who are engaged in mining and again o far
a8 manufacturing is concerned. We bave not tvo
moany industiies in this State, and we should do
all we cun to encourage them. Lt is difficult to
discuss @ subject of this description at such an
early hour of the morning us members are tired,
but the principle which I ant advocating is sound.
We should do all we can to assist the industries
and this is tho wuy in which the assistance can be

Ve,

¢ Mr. FOLEY : I trust hon. members will not sup-
port the wmendment, especially es the hon, member
wishes to strike out the words * pastoral” and
“ grazing.” Tho people engaged in the industry
have no desire to approach us cap in hand and
say, “ We want you to give us everything.” The
agriculturalists should be satisfied with what they
have in the Bill and I am positive that they are
satisfled. If they are not satigfied, they arc not
of much use to the State hecause they want the
State to do evervthing,
cerned, I know the men who are engaged in it and
T know that they do not want charity or ditfercntial
treatment regarding taxation. Therefore, no other
section ol the community ghould get it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: While I ap-
preciato the motive which has actusted the hon.
member, I suggest that this is hardly the place in
which he should endeavour to secure the assistance
he desires for the industries he bas referred to.
80 far as agriculturo i8 concerned, the Government
have hud to assist it to a considerable extent and
1 am sorry to say thut even more assistance will
bave to be given to it.  With rogard to mining, we
know that it is not doing a3 well as we should like.
Some mines huve beea closed down and others
huve to closely consider their expenses, and it will
be a question for the Government to deal with as
to whether by means of the goldfickls water scheme
it will be possible to give such assistance to those
mineg as to enable them to continue operations.
The Covernment recognise that it is better for the
Stute to lose somewhat than that the mines should
close down. The proposed new clause is an ill-
advised way of endeavouring to assist them,
The hon. member might withdraw the proposed
new clause snd bring it férward next session as o
substantive motion.

Hon. W. (!, ANGYIN : T think the hon. member
i3 to be complimented on having moved the pro-
pused new clause. Even if carricd it will atlect
tho taxstion returns very little, if at all, because
with but very fow cxceptions those concerned in
the industries named are not paying income tax.
These who really necd assistance huwve been care.
fully omitted from the proposed new clause. In
view of this I cannot seo why there should be any
oppusition to the proposed provision.

Mr. THOMSON: I appreciate the sentiments
expressed by hon. members. 1 am quite prepared
to te laughed at. Many other propositions Lave

So far as mining i3 con-
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been ridiculed when first mooted, but cordially
adopted when their merits came to be more clearly
seen. The day will come when even the Legislative
Assembly of Western Australia will consider
taxation proposals on the lines I have indicated
in the proposed new clause. The primary industies
included in the amendment roquire every assistance
at our hands.

[1 o'clock a.m.]

Mr. PICKERING : I regret that the member
for Katanning has seen [it to particularise industries
in this way. We must all realise that we are
living in abnormal times and must do something
to help the country. We should be content with
the concessions which have already been given.

New clause put and negatived,

New Clause :

Mr. THOMSON : I move—

“ That the following be added to stand as
Clause 19 (b) :—So far as the income chargenhle
of a taxpayer is derived from the business of a
brewer, wholesale wine and spirit merchant,
licensed victualler under & publican’s general
license, gallon license, hotel license, wine license,
or wayside house license, or the rent and ingoing
(if any) of premises licensed under * The Licen-~
sing Act, 1911, the taxpayer shall pay additional
tax on such income cqual to twenby per centum
of the ordinary tax payable on such.income.
{2) So far as the income chargeable of a tax-
payer is derived from horse-racing, the business
of a bookmaker, or any public entertainment,
including theatrical and operatic performances,
concerts, cinematograph shows, and athletio
contests, the taxpayer shall pay additional tax
on guch income equal to twenty-five per centum
of the crdinary tax payable on such income.”
The CHAIRMAN : I must refer the hon. member

to Standing Order 387, which i as follows :—

14 shall not be competent for a private member
to move the House into & Committec of Supply,
or of Ways and Means, nor intoe a Committee
of the whole House, for imposing any tax,
indent or impost, nor shall it be competent for a
private member in any such commitbee to pro-
pose increases on the amounts proposed therein.

Under thiz Standing Order I must rule the pro-.
posed new clause out of order.

Me, THOMSON: If a member has not the
privilege of moving in this direetion the sooner
the Standing Orders are amended the better.

The CHAIRMAN : If the hon. member thinks
that the Standing Orders should be amended he
has his remedy. I cannot allow him to discuss the
matter further unless he wishes to dissent from
my ruling,

Mr, MONEY: May I point out that we are
already in Committes and that the hon, member
has not moved the House into Committee,

Dissent from the Chairman’s ruling,

Mr. Thomson : I desire to disagree with your
ruling, Sir, on the ground that I am not movi
the House into a Committes of Supply nor o
Ways and Means, for we are already in Committee.

The Chairman: The member for Katanning
has handed me the following writtcn reagon for
dissenting from my ruling :—

I dissent from your ruling on the ground that

1 om not moving the House into Committee.

1 shall now refer the matter to the Speaker. My
ruling is that it is not competent for the bon.
mem ber to place on the Notice Paper an amendment
which proposes to increase taxation.
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[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

The Chairman: The member for Katanning
desired to move to add a new clause, [ have re.
fused Lo accept the proposed new clause on the
ground that it is a contravention of Standing Order
387. The member for Katanning has dissented
from my ruling, on the ground that he is not
moving the House into Committee. He hases his
claim to move the proposed new clause on that
ground.

Mr. Holman: I would like the member for
Katanning to cxplain what he means by stating
that he is nat moving the House into Comniittes.

Mr. Speaker: I understand that the member
for Katanning has disagreed with the ruling of
the Chairman of Committees. and that he takes
Standing Order 387 to justify his position. Ta
that so ?

Mr. Thomson : That is so.

Mr. Speaker: The member for Katanning holds
that he is not moving the House into Committen of
Supply or of Ways and Means. [ desire to draw
the hon. member’s attention to the custom, which
bas obtained ever since I have been a member
of this House, that no private member can impose
& burden of taxation on the people. That is a
duty which belongs to Ministers. [ certainly must
uphold the ruling of the Chairman of Committees.

Mr, Moncy: I teke exception. Mr. Speaker,
to your ruling in this particular matter, If we arc
to follow strictly the wording of the Standing
Order, the intention of the language used in the
Standing Order is to prevent any private member
from moving that the House be formed into Com-
mittee for the purposc of imposing any fresh impost
or tax. I am speaking of the wording of the
Standing Order, * nor shall it he competent for a
private member in any such Committec to propose
increases nm the amounts proposcd therein.”
Surcly that must be the Committee which it is
proposed the House shall be formed into,

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. Speaker: TDwoes tho member for Bunbury
digsent from my ruling ?

Mr. Money : Yes, Sir. I feel that the Standing
Order to any member of the House is misleading.
it wants straightening out. 1 teke exception to
your ruling, Mr. Speaker, entirely on the wording
of the Standing Order. This Standing Order
cannot apply unless a private member of this
House first moves that the House resnlve itself
into Committee.

Hon. P. Collicr :
do that.

Mr. Money: The member for Katanning did
not move that the House resolve itsclf into Comi-
mittee, for we were already in Committee.

The Minister for Works: Although it is not
competent for a private member to move the
Housge into Committee of Supply, there was no
necessity for the member for Katanning to do so.
The House has been in Committee of the whole
House. That is sufficiens. The remainder of
the Standing Order says. practically, that when the
House s in Committee of the whole House it shall
not be competent for a private member to propose
increases in the smounts proposed. 1 have had a
good many yoars’ experience of this House, and
I have not known a question of this kind to arise
before. It has always been considercd that any
increase of this sort must be dealt with by Ministers
in the proper course. To my mind, the Standing
Order i3 perfcotly clear.

Mr. Money : The refererce to * such Comimittee *’
in the Standing Order could be read in two waya.

But he is not permitted to

1589

However, with the leave of the House I wish to
withdraw my metion to dissent from your ruling,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. meniber’s motion, noet
having been seconded, is not before the Chair.

Mr. Thomson : May T say o fow words ?

Mr. Speaker: Not unless the hon, member
desires to dissent [rom my ruling.

Mr. Thomson : [ have no option but to submit
to your ruling, Mr. Speaker. That i3 the un-
fortunate position. .

Mr. Spesker: As the membor for Katanning
does not propose to dissent from my ruling, he
may resume his seat.

Hon. P, Collier: If the member for Katanning
really wishes to speak, there is & means by which
he can do it, The member for Bunbury moved to
dissent from your ruling, Sir.

Mr. Speaker : But the motion was not seconded.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt need not be seconded.
If the member for Katanning wishes to oppose
the withdrwal of that motion, he ean do so, and
can speak to that.

Mr. Speaker: Tho motion moved by the
member for Bunbury was not stated by the Chair,
Therefore it is not hefore the House and there is no
need to withdraw it. I have given my ruling and
unless any other hon. member wishes to diesent
from it, [ shall leave the Chair.

Mr. Thomson: I think it is regrettable that
private members should not he in the position—

Mr. Speaker: Order! I will leave the Chair.

Committee resumed.
Title—agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair]

Bill reported with amendments, and the report
adopted.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Message.

Message roccived from the Council intima-
ting that amendments 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7
madec by the Legislative Assembly had becn agreed
to and that amendment No. 5 had also been agreed
to subject to it being set out as a separate clause
at the end of the Bill in order to comply with
Standing Order 174 of the Couneil.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The MINISTER FOR WORKSB : T move—
 That the Honse at its rising adjourn to 4-30
p-m. Thursdaz.”

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1-24 a.m., Thursdav



